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cEd thE rinds*s sre^do*bls-h'ng' fs*r qver f";r;; A;;;;;'h*s tf,ree rarce";;oi;il"*tgns over each sflr of the rrTtt' The_rooflng ns* ie compostiion mo not original wocdshakee sr shingles. The porch roof is a fean-to, hipp*a "i *rr corrrers. T5e porch isttldg- and procably containi more squsre feet than the residence ltselj. The decorationson the porch pos:ts are sirflilar to those on ure porch of the ilLong hhiten tsuilding, butof less elaborate design. The capitar rs e.iip,pla amrn the straftr md open errnredbrackete on two sides g+y 
"p"tng 

to the ltntli, The porctr l.alU;rg has tgo simpleborizontar rarLs. rnsidel tfre tt6use r; ir E";a,**oiti;".-- i;*"e are forrr rooms, andthe one ln. the center in iJre back hes been di*ria*a hto a kLtcfren and a bath. Tuo otherraotns ere bedroqns 8nd the f,ourth roon J.e e sitting roon. ceiJ-J-ngs *; hidr; lhintsrancehe'f, been Y6ry good at thls lrr{iding. -rt 
""s-once used for rsrter to guests, but is nowthe nanagertg eottaEe.

Hanagerrg cottaqe - (Ltttre thttq Buildiqq) : B_uiJ.dirfe Llr2r - Knosn also as thertrlhttetFut . i,-FIIrEe rrqLDaEe", tnis E.nell ViCtOfgldeg. The stnrcture is rrood fran
.'E.rrJ-€rrl nouse as "r!"-ghaped in plan rith e pordr on allfraler ttre firdsh is Hhiie-pai.nted horizontal rrood siding,

Snall BrouL.6rril4log_- (lfoore Gottare) _ guildins l44g _ .Thls ls the arehiteeturalJerr" ffi J.n poorest condition. rt
ff;,._ :::l'Hll.lgrl :_::ly" ::Tfll;t; ;;;;'ii#;-J;ained *ithin a ereephlpr--rooftopp"{.uticupoIa.Therel'se'1ean-toporch"'J;fi;il*Til-il"i"l"3io*''
cldes, rith a i-?ol.hipped it ttre corners. rfie root ir tn"-"rrpola J-s a steep-s]qnedGonceve htpt a ttchLnese hatrf. The eave is s"pported on paired braekets, fog pairs oneactt slde' Each face of the cupola is *i*orlt*ry elazei rnith three oquule tnrng windorre,treated s's a trium"erate rith piJaster rrn:rlions bltveen. l"ch 

"o*r,er 
of the orpoJ-acsrries ffi enseged pilaster, and there is a continuous nrolded base at uind.cw ei-lJ reve.l.Arr roof surfeces are covered rrith ,o*oo"itton rooringr and alr exterior wa.r'ls are of,horizontal wood sldine. rn descending order the next irctritectrgal features are the 1ar*egable on the rrest froni ata side dorm*r" on ttre north and south. Each side dorner has apal.r of one over one doubre-hunq r+indms. The centre gabre has a sinere round gindowsnd dlamond-pattern $ltinElst. itru r*joi-a"coiation en tlre dorners is a fretwork i,,,firlof Hooden Lace suspended in the pedi.nrEnt of the gable. The wall srrrface behind isfirdshed rrith {iambnd-pattern shingl-es, rqu*t i" o1der, ttre main eaves ""o *opported on .palred brackets which match the crrpola brackets. The porch is the most elaborate.ly ,decorated part !f the house. Th* !+r*u toooJ-posts are spaced ten r.eet aparb. The headof each bay is filled rrith rr'ooden lacevork nade up of diarnonds frealy suspenrled *4 $srs'l t srftllers all uorked to give a wonderfuf open crrtuork qrrality, Such opensork is rarelyfound today in such ccnplete condition. The porctr raifino, errually comnlex, is nurdo unof tro hot'j';otlL'11: ban'js or'pettern. The tcrp fanct j.s narrsw iurd piercecl with, tuo siucslof diarrrond-shar"ed openinqs; the ls.rcr band is nade uJ: of verticar balusters connr:ct,edby pointed arcires;'Finarryr-ittu 

"pr*e 
betrreen the porch froor and r,racre is screened witha pl'aln wood sklrt comtro=ed-of veriical, butt-jointld wooden boards containing larreratti'ed vents in the f enter of two rrayi on eaih sider frd others in the f ront and rearr

IhJt ':pre v-erttcar wood skirt is tha perfect foir fir the riclurcss of ilr,: porch aoove.'rvaor' steps lead to the lar.ns and wal,irs. Iiailinqs are repeats of the porch raiJing.Hewelr posts occrf, tn front onlyr and one is in very poor condition. The other iscornplete enough to use as a patfern for restoration. Inside there is plaster damage
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dre to tlrrlly 'fltashing et the cupora. There are flve roc,ns arrd trm bailrs on the first
3"::l:_f::e'roons on ln:j::llo q""i, *J-.;",oon r-n rhe cupola, arl jn need of

r ar l_s Hooo frarrre ard, has horizontal sidlng
name sugsests that lt and the pecerilng

repaintins. The whole erterior also is rr, "*"Jrf il ;o"tJT;]i#il ;;"ff; porcrrfloor requiree rbpairs. ALI the decorative trirn shorrld be rryaircd srd renailed.rlone Bto 
"l--pgildinE lJ,ig * This grrest buiJrti.ng:-s---.frffi-J,ong alr.l aoout, u *yyr hee rrar.i+nn+rr riri.

$lsl. ;"ilv-;;'o;il;.ffi,'ffiI*tilffi ;; fil";brrr'rding were ai o19 ttune-painted bro*n. rherJ #;ffi rfiT"-il"f# HinT"ilfirlEartic6pace above' The flrst flocn ls surrounded on ttner eidee by e porch, the decorativefeatures of whlch. nearly dupricate those on the ftsmalr Browni, Buitdlng cr lloore cottage.The Lacey roodr*ork at tire rrlaa or *"*,1[ry-i""ii.roilar, es i,e the handrail around theporch end at the steps dorn to the larrne.' ifre-ganfe roof Ls presently covered ldthconposltion roofLng that natches the other cornposltton roofing in the corrrprex, none ofrhlch Ls the orlginal rnateriar.-ri*=**u;-*;"lt"Dor.ted on errrtrarr r.rnarrm 'r*nare^*a 
,Fr--*,

.i f 'or level. rhe.buird"'g *ttu on e base 'r r,"ilJidi ff.t'"1'Jo"3i$i*T*.lirf;-illfr**( t^*| qlinteo dark greer', rnside there are Euest rooms and batlrs, all of wtrj.ch on\* ground floor ere eccessibLe frorn the poich; erl on the second f,Locn are scceEsibrefrom e centrar corridor reached, f,rorn the itot"* described above.sequoia Hotel - (Fnplcrreeqr Dgrrnltonr) - Buildr4q urro-- Thle larpe butrdirg isnLn-sEE-pEtTnJGn.-T 
uouoing. rt r_E t'o storieshtgh ldth ettic gabtes at each il ilrdttii"rrr*" to the facade. T'ere r.s a porch scro$rlthe front at the nail floor level, iat'it 

"Jqh;-prtch rrippeJ roor. The surprisisilly ronqback Leg of the 'trr ertends Jong-the nor-b,h iia*, perhaps trrice the lensth of tlre front.The lnside comer of the ilLrr ha$ a porctr roof carried on posts srref, a concrete slab.Thls composes rith the trees 
"na =orc ratiic. fencing a pleasant, south-r-acins opencourtyard' The buirdins is firrished with irt itu-p*in{ea irooa sha-kes and is nearry devoidof applied decoration, dlean an-d- simpl* L lurioir. The hardreil on the fror:t porch issJ-tnplet top and bottarrr horizontals *itt *io"ury spaced verticals betHeen. There is aplain diamond-style lattice slcfuling *! ir,*-n"l*ir-'whlch screens the crawr $pace* rn eachof the twin sables there is a decorated srilie venting the attic. There are sirnrle tuood brackets at each end and the pefl*.9r irt*-nediment i.:n the gabres. ft," 

"on^aiiiJ'of the building 1s not Eood. trre luit+ilg-rr lt, present an enployeesr dorrnit,ory, butnry at ong timg har.g housed grrests. " " F' yeH'e qr e*u*vJ'Etit- r-!'r'trlrut

"t

Annoc * Buildinc Lhza - Thls ls a ?oo*foob long rectanqnrlan rpocl frarne buiklirq.two storics-niE-ffi]fF#bie1 uasc-:nenE at one cnd, 
-The 

ualrr are r'aced with hurr{-sir}iLwood shakes, palnted vhite. The. roof ls a hinped sabre *ouu"*,i r+ith uocd shin;rcs thou;::to be originat, snd in bad condition. ifr""*-*"* wide porches suffountJing the building atalr revels' Dueto the buildineLenrth, irru *"i" stnrcture is dlvided.into grree parbsvith open cross passaqes frsm siAe to siOe 
"ontoirrinq tire stairs. The porcir roor- is a1 i"nuation of tho main roof, addine to the srreep of the surface and sinrplir-yinr the\ line. Porch posts n"* rou*e.wood spaced IZ feet aparb. rach has a sirr,plc diarlrnalbracket with a short reverse lmee brace returning to the column. The devico occurs ateach level of t'he porches and adds what littiu u**o"*tion le found on the bulJdi_rrg.

ECEIVED



,l.3

' i \ | L$ DUI'ARf i\ll:N'[ OljTllU lr'i]t:RIOR
IIATIONAL PANK SEHVICE

1-
(

'.,..fiONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PI^,{CES
INVENTORY .. NOMINATI ON FORM

GOI{TI HUATf ON SHEET Deecrlptf.on ITEM NUMBER 7 PAGE

The porch taillncs are sfutrIe horizontals tcp end bottpn rl"th a series of closely.
apaced vefricale between. iueryth:ing is painted irhite eccepb the geer lattice
aldrttng at the ground and sone ground flloor posts at the basenent or glound level
on t'he lorr end of 'the slope. The louest J.eve.L of the building houses a golf shop
et the west end. There is one large roor,r Just abcre the golf shop shich J,s a lornge
for the Annex, Ttrie eontains a J.arge rock fireplace, nood paneling, and gilt
decoratlcrn on the ceJling rnoulding, the latter sonewhat out of character irt this
bullding, Other than the rooms Just nentioned ard some mlnor ser.rice spacesr the
rest of the butldlng containe guest bedrooras. AII are ll good condiltLon and
rrell-nalntained.'Thls 

cornplex of brrlldtngs has eerrred as e hotel. ttrrouSrort lte tltetory snd
contLnueg to senre in thts capacity toda;r, 0rrera11, the ccnple* :l.s basically
unchanged, but ln ddait there herre been manlf changes Jn the use of, rooms arrd
buildings, the fu1sfal1 stion of modern appliances such as'e1eclrtclty and modern
plunbing, remcrvel. of barns whLch once zupplLed horses and brrqeies and sefired freighfi
*raEons and stagecoaches. Ttes althou$r there are rreny changes in detailr the

sgentlel architesbufal. chafacter of the corrplex and the basic histord-c ecsle ha's
changed Tery llttJ.e.

I
I

I
I

Itl
i--
I
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SPECIFIC DATES 1856 - present BUILDEH/ARCHtrEcT Washburn Brothers and others
STATEM ENT OF SIGNI FICANCE

The complex of bulldlngs which constitute rhe wawona flotel is of national signifi-jeance ln the area of $fr reFional significance Ln rhe areas of ion "rffi"errration is"d FryFtr?nr "{fffirflcance in the-are* or u"orlrffiTFuitiffi 
II{awona Hotel ls of regional historical signi.ficance d-Ee history of conrnerce as I

a. maJor californla resort hotel for over a century. rt carered to vacltt;ffi;'6 --
Angeletros and $En Franciscans, as well as to iirtzens from the smaller cl.tj.es L"J-t"oor"]Dru4.Ltc:r r.ILIeI' arrrq E,(lwrlslln the Etate and some vacatl.onere fron outside the state and frour other 

"o,rr,t=rnJ. 

--;;;l
nore famoue visLtore and guests lncluded fonner u.S. presldente ULysses Grant ;;;' ---l
Rutherford B. Hayes and President rheodore Roosevelt, as ueLl a$ pereflnial presidentialcontender wtll'lam JennLngs Bryan. Thie signiflcance is enhanced iy the faci that thetulldlngs and thelr historLc l"urr" have retainear'-*tr,-*iiiu.!i cr,ar,ge, much of thectorfan/EdwardiEn atmosphere of the hlstoric pgsc.

Wawona l{otef le of local hlstorlcal significance in terms of explorarlon andF-ettlemenFbecguseltwaseeteb1lshedbya,,Jwostheglteottr'u-nffiffiffior
theYosernitereg1on|eearllestseEtlersandpl'oneers,Ga1enc1aik.

I{awona Hotel is of regionar historlcal itgniftcirr"e to gonser:vation because irsfounder, rvho was the originat setrler here, cui*i-iiil; "Jrffiffi;"ffi;; the firsofficlal protector of yosemLte.as a state park,
'Wawona Hotel is of regional historical significance iu transporlatLon because of

l::-::1"::.1:",y1fh. !h: developine"t- 
"_r 

tru""poit'.io"-ioul;*T" rhe regiop. rr waslocaEed aE an important crossing of rhe sourir Fork of .t* **""*i-il=";;:';ii .ii.l'fuurr.ienhanced this strategic location by building a bridge over the river there. He and his]successorsr the I'Iashburnsr built- Ehe mosE important roads ln the region, and the 
iI{ashburns operated the stagecoach line in conjuncrion wlth their hoiel. 

- 
Their sEage- 

icoach road has evolved into part of the autom;bile highway wt i"i, today is california Istate-Highrvay 41' The termrrsEation'in the early.ra*"s ior the wawona Hotel I

elgnlfied lts role as a stagecoach station. 's rrv'E+ 
I

A part of the complex of buildings known as the Vrrawona Hotel, tut not actually.a j

l?t:_:t-:l: l:.:l ltself, the rhomas iitl stuoio is of narional significance in rhe ares
l.f s because it wae here during the summers berwcen 1886 ..rnd hls dearh in 1g0B rhat
-!l:'-tt']!ional ly flncl pt'rltltp.s irtlcrnrt,ion:rlly r;iSrriricrnt r\rncrican laur.lsuirpc urf irit ,i"irur,r's
lltlr dtd mtrch of hls r.rorL. IIill r,fns porh"p" n*,oro fflmorls in hls orrn era Ehnrr EorJa1,,wlrcn landscaPe arr is less pronrinenE and more dlstan[ frorn tlre nainstream of Anrcricenart than it once was, but tlillts rola in the history of Arnerican art" is indisptrratrleand-his-paintings sEill hang in significant art galleries, muscums and privatcllactlons naEionrrridc' lle tsas a'prominent mcrnbcr of the so-gallcql f,llrr<lson ll,ivcr.itooUt considcrcd onc.of tlrc Insr inrporranE rcprc$entativcs of Ehat sclool, arrd fg
iffff1"|j:nr;Try;l"fl*o'" Albert Bierstadr and rhomas r.roran rn rhe quarity and
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'Ihe ab6ve statenent of stgnif,icance is based on the followlng hlstor1cal. back-groundi
wawona was flrst settled by Galen clad1, a canadlan who had moverl to the united,

ltates-and Jolned the Gord Rush to caltforrrir, and rho afrer*i -.ii-"-it-fJr"or,urtragedles culminatlng ln diagnosed tuberculosts, morred to the slte of Lra$rona in 1g56for'hls hearth. clark cElled the locatlon "claikts crossinl,, (of, the south fork of th,Herced). Here he established a 160*acre homesEead and butft a,rough, rambring ranchhouee at whLch he provlded overnl.ght todgtng for ."""i"tiiistrlng rhe yosemlte valreyend the MerlPosa Grove of caltforrtr" nuaiooi t""*", rn 1g57, clark butlt an openbrldge over the river. rn 1864, he ivas placed rn cnaite oi- ttru Gallfornle starepark establlshed Ln the yosemtte Valley.' --- -e- --
In 1867r u{w-ln Moore acquired hElf,-lnterest Ln Clarkrs Statl,on, as the ranchwae called, and lt thereafter became known es cl.ark and Mooretr. in-iaig, an* parrnerrnortgaged the ranch to build a road between thetr stat{on and Marlposa, known as theGhowchllla llountal'n Road. rt wae opened r" razol ii "rtr"r,-ti*e tt e partners began'ork on a road between their etation and the vggem-rte valley. Moore and John conwaytpenrlsed constnrction by chinese leborers, clark also built a cabin aE the ltariposatirovet and as his ranch senred as a base for tourlsts vieitlng that ettracti-on as well,ae the Yosemite valley, Lt was knswn to some as Btg Tree statron,rn December 1874, clark and l"loore sold out to'.the l,{ashburn brothers (prlnclpallyHenryr John and Edward), who for a ti.me were r"-p."li*i-trip 

"rth wtlrlam coffman,' E' w. Ghapman and charles and John Bnrce, rt was they who tn rg75 compl.eted the roEdbetweerr wawona and the Yosemite valley, itrrr"-r,rther lnhancing the l-mportance and. Btrateglc locatlon of their ranch.
rn l'878' four years after they purchased the property, Galen clarkis orlginalhotel buit'ding burned to ashes, and"tr was rhe washburns i"a ttui.-;;;.;.;;-*r,o u,rita

.the present- complex of buildinls which =uptu""a ft.After the fire, the flrst building to be butlt was the rather plain new l.Iar.ronaHotelr erected in 1879. This was followed by 1,single "aor*y building known borh asthe lflong l{hlterr and the "clark_cottager" erlcted "i "r, unknltyn date buE probabl.yln 1884. Next to it, an individuat resiactrce, originally renEed to guests but usedtoday as the mana8errs cotlager was erectecl in 1884. Beirind the ma1n hoter, t5e'eompany built in 1896 the I'small Brot^mrf building, arso known as the'l,loore cotragerrra two-storey building r.r-ith cupola which housed iiaitiortal guesrs. rn r900, behindthe trlong white'r and the maniigcrfs cottage, the conpany builr the two storey btrilclingwlth ndditionitt gtrcsE roolns knor+n as tlrc ttLon;; Erorsnff an6 as the ,,[,/ari6burrr Cottir*c,rlIn 1917, thc company builf the large two anci three storeyf,Anne:(n building. In t9Z0they bullt thc r'$equoia lloter'r r,rhich probably housed guo"t" at one time but t+tric6today serves as an ernployeesr dorrnitory. t e

rn connection with thcir to11 roacls the washburns and their partners organized thesemltc stflge and'Turnpike Company, and operated thc sunmer stagccof,clres whiclr scrvecl
-rre l'lfll''orra hotcl contplcx and conncctccl iE both wi.th ltariposa and wi[h tha yoscsriEcValley. In time these were rcplaced by rnocor coaches, 

"rra 
atrt roads by paved highways
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Northwesc of the rraLn hotel bullding and across from and facing the Annex is therTavlllonfr which serrred ae a studlo for the fanous landscape srtist, Thomas Hi1I. Bln Blndn8l*r England, on september 11, 1829, Hill waE U.o,rght to Massachusetts atage 11 by his Parents. He began hls caieer by paintLug coaches, and Ehls led himLnto art. He etudied at the Philaderphia Acaiemy of Fine Artsl and moved ro sanErancl'sco for his health ln 1861. He was soor, rnoking freq,reni-sketching rrips toY-osenite. By 1868 his work had galned sufflclent fevor and pubrt" ru*o[r,iiior,that he lrent to Parls for eix rnonthst study under paul Meyerhelm, the portraltartlst and member of the salon. But when iteyerhein saw Hittrs painring of a forestacene at FontEl.nebleau, he adrrlsed Hif.I to concentrate on landscapesr Hfll eventuallyreturned to the unl,ted states, and for arrhile lived in Boston. nut in lg7l, poorhealth agaln forced him to urove to callfornfa, and agal,n he frequenred the slerraNevada-and especiarly the Yosemlte region.' trn lSBs Jni oi-nrfuJ' aaughiersr-nra"rrr,narried John Washburn of the Wawona Uotel Company, In lgg5, he bullt hle su$meretudlo adjacent to the hotel. rt enhanced the reputation of the resort to have Irtlonally farnous: arElst in resl.dence durLng the aurtrnerr'and as many of the resortrs:8ts $tere wealthy and patrons of the arts, the location errhanced lhe eale ofddn{ of Htllsr-palntlngs. H111, contl.nued ".tt*r" in the ert work until hle deathon June 29, 1908.

Note: Avallable data includes many contradictLons ln facts and dates, especlallydates of consEructlon of the various bulldings, and a maJor research etudy ofI{awona hlstory ie needed to resolve these contitcts and contradlctl.one.

!e1el of,.slgnifl.cance: rsr (narional), znd (regional), and 3rd (local.) 0rdsr g,
l'ndlcated above wiEh respect to particular bulldings and areas of signlficance.
Recor:unended treatment: presenration

Cost of, treatmenti

Acree - f6+

$ 159,906.
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iIATIST{At PAFK SEfi VICE

OR NPS USE ONLY
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(Estimate by Regional Historlcal Architect Robert
as of March 1975 based on Denver Senrlce Center ,

Unl.t cost estimates.)
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Shlrlr; SargenE, l,lawonat'E Yesterdays, (yosemlBe Natlonal

Elstory Associatl.on, Revlsed editlon, L973). 45 pp.
be used wlth cautlon.)

*ndlvlduat bullding dEta flles, ms., Mal.ntenance Offlce,

PErk: TosemlEe Natural
' (Dates confused**musE

Park Headquarters,
Yosemlte Natlonal Park

Etll, Thomas, blographlcal files ln Library, YoeesrLte Natl.onal. park, Dl.st. Bldg.

GE0GRAPHICAI DATA LatLtude

A.FEAGE oF noMrr{AlED lrqqqr, 1€ } gqEqq 
----ffi 

ttntr;?tr;r,

uTmnErEhEHcEs (7201000 square f,eec) . Slf

Al ,l l,lrl,l, l,'SE
NOBTHING

ll,l
The boundary ls a rectangle, 900 feet in length on an east*west axis and 800 feet in
width on a north*south axis. lhe sides are measured from the center'of the large
ornamental pond ln fronE of the main hotel bullding. The west eide le 400 feet from
the cenEer of the pond, Ehe east etde 500 feet east of the center of the pond. The
north slde ie 300 feet norLh of the center of the pond, and the Eouth.slde te 500
feet south of, the cenEer of the pond. The boundary llneu 8re allgried, ag sre the

ff:
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e
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I rl
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' HSFoRM PREPARED BY
I'IAME / TITLE

GrirILo=T,.$lI+Ipe11, Rdglonal Historten Mar-ch 21r 1975
ORGANIZATION OATC

Na4g{Erl,?,qIE $er.ice. htestern Reelonal Office 
,

STREET& NUMBEF TEIEPHoNE

36063 " .'. :'. '. :' . 
t ' :r : . "4L5 556-4165

CIIY OB TOWH ,. STATE

NO- "' NONE-

El'csnrrFrcATioru oF NoMTNATToN
STATE HISTORIC PRESEFVATION OFFICER RECOMMENDATION

YES-

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVAIIOH OFFICEF SICUNTtINt
|ncompliancewithExecutiveordcrll5s3.therebynominatethrsproienyr'ir'
Historic Preservation Officer has been allowed g0 days in whrch to present the nomination to the State Feview Board and to
evaluate its signifrcance. Tho evoluared level of signilicance is 

-Narional 

.-Srate --Local.
FtOf nAL Rl:Pnt SI NTATIVI Stf'llr\Tl lflF

TITLE

NPS USE ONLY
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